
THREE APPLICATIONS THREATEN 

SANDFORD FARM 

Developers have mounted a three-pronged attack in their bid to build on the Sandford Farm site. Not 

content with their current application to build almost 500 new homes, after digging up existing toxic landfill 

over a two-year period, they are cynically hedging their bets by also appealing against the refusal of their previ-

ous 2007 plans for an industrial centre, and, thirdly, they are trying to get full planning permission for a train-

ing centre and hotel complex, which was previously granted as outline permission to the Oracle Corporation. 

APPEAL 

-INDUSTRIAL 

WAREHOUSING 

 

 
Subject to a Local Inquiry to be held later 

this year 

 

 

Application No: F/2007/1690 

(by Sandford Farm Properties Reg. Office 

PO Box 1075, Jersey ): 

 

• 7 class B8 storage and distribution units 

(18,580 sq m) 

• 5 class B1(c) light industrial buildings to 

provide 23 small units 

RESERVED 

MATTERS 

-TRAINING CEN-

TRE / HOTEL 

 
Subject to imminent Wokingham Bor-

ough Council decision, to be effectively 

full planning permission 
 

Application No: RM/2008/1585 

(by Sandford Farm Properties Ltd Reg. 

Office PO Box 1075, Jersey ): 

 

• Training centre 

• Associated hotel 

• Associated health and leisure 

centre 

• Car parking, access and amenities 

 

This was originally submitted by the 

Oracle Corporation 

OUTLINE 

PLANNING 

CONSENT 

-HOUSING 
 

Subject to imminent Wokingham 

Borough Council decision 

 

 
 

Application No: O/2008/1282 

(by Woodley Developments Ltd 

c/o PO Box 1075, Jersey ): 

 

• A residential development of 492 

dwellings 

• A continuing care retirement 

community 

• Up to 175 sq m of retail floor space 

• Up to 336 sq m business/ 

restaurant floor space 

• A community hall 

• Energy centre 

• New access 

• Car parking 

• Two new bridges over the old river 

This will be subject to a Local Inquiry 

starting 2nd December 2008 at the Oak-

wood Centre, Woodley. 

   

It is important for as many local residents 

as possible to attend the Public Meetings. 

 

See our website (www.lvag.org.uk) for our 

lodged objections 

Still time to have your say ... Please 

do so NOW! 
Reasons to object: 

• Sizing and scale is misleading in the appli-
cation 

• Environmental study is not relevant to the 

present situation (10 years after original 
application) 

• Traffic issues not satisfactorily addressed 

• Disturbing toxic waste threatens your 
health 

• Piling could damage the regions water 

supply 
• Planning status has changed. The site has 

since become a reserved housing site 

Still time to have your say ... Please 

do so NOW! 

Reasons to object: 
• Serious health risks from exposure to toxic 

dust and fumes from unnecessary distur-

bance of 300,000 cubic metres of landfill 
waste 
• Two years’ onsite waste remediation just 

metres from peoples’ homes and gardens 
• Higher flood risk 

• Impact of 850 additional cars on existing 

roads 
• Possible subsidence in nearby properties 

due to site dewatering 

• Adverse effect on the area’s biodiversity 

News from 

LODDON VALLEY ACTION 

September 2008 

DEVELOPERS GO FOR BROKE 

1 2 3 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO OBJECT 

New roundabout on Perimeter 

Road / Mowhawk way 

To have your say 



SAY NO TO EXPOSURE TO TOXIC WASTE 
AND LONG TERM HEALTH RISKS 

⇒ Object: 
• By email: developmentcontrol@wokingham.gov.uk 

• Via the online comments form: www.wokingham.gov.uk (select: Planning > Planning applications > 

Comment on applications) 

• By letter to: Planning Services, P.O. Box 157 Shute End, Wokingham, RG40 1WR 

 

⇒ View the plans 
• online at www.wokingham.gov.uk (select Planning & Environment > Planning > Planning 

applications and enforcement > Planning applications search) 

• at the Oakwood Centre, Woodley weekdays 9.00am – 4.30pm (4.00pm Fridays) 

 

WHO ARE THE DEVELOPERS ANYWAY? 

The company(s?) threatening Woodley 

with a three-pronged development at-

tack on Sandford Farm are not local, 

despite their names, Sandford Farm 

Properties Ltd and Woodley Develop-

ments Ltd. 

Sandford Farm Properties (SFP) is a shadowy 

organisation with a PO box address, registered in 

Jersey and has no website. In its own name, the 

company has appealed last year’s planning refusal 

of an Industrial and Data warehousing develop-

ment and has picked up on the outline planning 

consent (OPC) for a Training centre and Hotel 

complex, granted to the Oracle Corporation submit-

ted in 1999.  SFP submitted ‘Reserved Matters’ in 

regard to this proposed development a few days 

before the deadline for the OPC to expire.  A ploy 

to keep the site subject to an OPC?   
 

The Oracle Corporation plans were controversial at 

the time of submission as the site was then outside 

the settlement area for Woodley and designated 

countryside.  The fact that Oracle Corporation are a 

high profile local company; the relatively low den-

sity development, and the fact that many restrictions 

were put on the operation of the site once complete, 

seemed to persuade Wokingham Borough Council 

to approve the scheme at the time.  However, this 

decision has turned out to be something of a Trojan 

Horse! 

Although Woodley Developments Ltd is the name on 

the latest application for 492 houses and its dangerous 

waste remediation scheme, it is not registered in the 

UK, or Jersey, and gives its contact address as a PO Box 

number in Jersey (the same one as SFP!). 

 

NB In its evidence to support its appeal for the in-

dustrial development, Sandford Farm Properties 

Ltd, claim the site is unsuitable for housing!!! 

 

In making such contradictions, SFP demonstrates no 

interest in Woodley and, by seeking permission to un-

cover 300,000 cubic metres of toxic landfill currently 

safely secured where it lies, appears to have scant regard 

for the real welfare or interests of the existing commu-

nity. 

 

In short, any application will do, so long as the develop-

ers can make some money. 

 

Can we trust these companies to manage such an 

unproven, complex, remediation project of this 

magnitude? 

 

Who would protect local residents from the ef-

fects of a cocktail of toxic wastes being exposed to 

the atmosphere? 

 

Who would pick up the pieces if the project failed 

part way through? 

For the latest campaign news, or to get involved, visit 

www.lvag.org.uk 

What Next? Stopping these unnecessary developments on Sandford Farm is just three more battles in the war .... We 

will also be attempting to remove Sandford Farm from the Wokingham Borough Council’s  Core Strategy for Local 

Development Plan from 2006 (sic!) until 2021.  


